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INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO /026 W 

037275 23001 1Z/65 

R 221410Z IUL 77 
FM AMEMBASSY PRAGUE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3225 
INFO AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY BERLIN 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
USMISSION NATO BRUSSELS 

SECRET PRAGUE 2015 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SREF, GW, GE, CZ 

SUBJECT: GDR REFUGEE CHANNEL OPENS IN PRAGUE 

1 . FRG DCM MANFRED GIESDER INFORMED NATO EMBOFFS JULY 21 
DURING MEETING TO DISCUSS OTHER MATTERS THAT INCIDENT IN 
PRAGUE LAST WEEK HAD LED TO OPENING OF CHANNEL FOR EAST 
GERMAN REFUGEES TO FRG. 

2. DURING WEEK OF JULY 11-15 GIESDER SAID, SIX EAST GERMANS, 

A COUPLE AND A FAMILY OF FOUR, ASKED FOR ASYLUM IN FRG 

CONSULAR SECTION, WHICH THEY REFUSED TO LEAVE UNLESS THEY RECEIVED 

SAFE TRANSIT TO WEST GERMANY. AFTER CONSULTATION WITH BONN, 

ARRANGEMENTS WERE MADE FOR A "HIGH-LEVEL PLENIPOTENTIARY" FROM 
THE GDR TO COME TO PRAGUE AND "NEGOTIATE" TERMS UNDER WHICH 

THE SIX WOULD BE GRANTED GDR DOCUMENTATION ALLOWING THEM TO DEPART 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA FOR FRG. GIESDER DID NOT NAME THE 
"HIGH-LEVEL PLENIPOTENTIARY," BUT REFERRED US TO WEST GERMAN 
PERIODICAL BUNTE, WHICH RAN A STORY EARLIER THIS YEAR ON THE 
TRANSFER OF PERSONS FROM EAST TO WEST GERMANY. GIESDER SAID 
THE BASIC FACTS OF THH PRESENT CASE WERE CONTAINED IN THE ARTICLE, 
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WHICH WE HAVE NOT SEEN. WE GATHERED, ALTHOUGH GIESDER DID NOT 
SPECIFICALLY SAY, THAT A MONETARY SETTLEMENT OF SOME SORT WAS 
INVOLVED. 

3. GIESDER INVITED OTHER NATO EMBASSIES TO MAKE USE OF THIS 
CHANNEL BY REFERRING FUTURE CASES OF EAST GERMAN REFUGEES TO THE 
FRG EMBASSY. THE ONLY CONDITION, INSISTED UPON BY THE GDR. 
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HE SAID, WAS THAT STRICT SECRECY BE MAINTAINED; NO PUBLICITY. 

4. GIESDER NOTED THAT THE CZECHOSLOVAK FOREIGN MINISTRY AT 
FIRST ATTEMPTED TO OBSTRUCT THE DEPARTURE OF THE SIX GDR CITIZENS. 

PRESUMABLY GDR REPRESENTATIVE OR INTERMEDIARY LET GOC IN ON WHAT 
WAS BEING DONE, AS CASE IS NOW CLOSED AND THE SIX HAVE 
DEPARTED PRAGUE FOR FRG. 

FROWICK 
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